Findings from many areas of psychology and neuroscience indicate that inhibitory mechanisms may contribute to relationships between numerous causal variables and an equally diverse set of outcome variables. Outcome variables that implicate inhibition include measures from physiology, perception, attention, action, learning and episodic memory, semantic memory, emotion, and psychopathology. Inhibitionrelated causal variables include childhood development and aging, hypoxia and other brain insults, and socialization. If confirmed by further research, a theoretical framework with inhibition as one of its core mediating constructs has several strengths, including unified explanations for diverse relationships, mechanistic models for phenomena, insight into the principles that underlie observed relationships, and mechanistic translations of existing abstract, theoretical constructs. © 1996 Academic Press, Inc.
Previous papers in this special issue have analyzed possible roles for inhibitory processes in specific areas relevant to neuropsychology (e.g., attention, aging). These papers have documented carefully the role of inhibition in the specified domains and have also identified associated limitations and weaknesses of inhibitory hypotheses. Indeed, several researchers were skeptical that existing phenomena had yet demonstrated a necessary role for inhibition in their area.
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